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he gave thanks, because he believed America
would weather the storm and emerge into
anew era of liberty.

During this holiday season, we give thanks
for those who defend our freedom. America’s
men and women in uniform deserve our
highest respect, and so do the families who
love and support them. Lately, I have been
asked what I will miss about the Presidency.
And my answer is that I will miss being the
Commander in Chief of these brave warriors.
In this special time of year, when many of
them are serving in distant lands, they are
in the thoughts and prayers of all Americans.

During this holiday season, we give thanks
for the kindness of citizens throughout our
Nation. It is a testament to the goodness of
our people that on Thanksgiving millions of
Americans reach out to those who have little.
The true spirit of the holidays can be seen
in the generous volunteers who bring com-
fort to the poor and the sick and the elderly.
These men and women are selfless members
of our Nation’s armies of compassion, and
they make our country a better place, one
heart and one soul at a time.

Finally, I have a special note of thanks to
the American people. On this my last
Thanksgiving as your President, I am thank-
ful for the good will, kind words, and heart-
felt prayers that so many of you have offered
me during the past 8 years. I have been
blessed to represent such decent, brave, and
caring people. For that I will always be grate-
ful, and I will always be honored.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on
November 26 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on November
29. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on November 26. The
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of this address.

Statement on the Approval of a
Strategic Framework Agreement and
a Status of Forces Agreement in Iraq

November 27, 2008

Earlier today, in another sign of progress,
Iraq’s Council of Representatives approve
two agreements with the United States, a
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strategic framework agreement and a secu-
rity agreement, often called a status of forces
agreement or SOFA. The strategic {rame-
work agreement sets the foundation for a
long-term bilateral relationship between our
two countries, and the security agreement
addresses our presence, activities, and with-
drawal from Iraq. Today’s vote affirms the
growth of Iraq’s democracy and increasing
ability to secure itself. We look forward to
a swift approval by Iraq’s Presidency Council.

Two years ago, this day seemed unlikely,
but the success of the surge and the courage
of the Iraqi people set the conditions for
these two agreements to be negotiated and
approved by the Iragi Parliament. The im-
proved conditions on the ground and the Par-
liamentary approval of these two agreements
serve as a testament to the Iraqi, coalition,
and American men and women, both military
and civilian, who paved the way for this day.

As the two agreements move to Iraqg’s
Presidency Council for final approval, we
congratulate the members of the Council of
Representatives for coming together to ap-
prove these historic agreements that will
serve the shared and enduring interests of
both our countries and the region.

NotE: The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of this state-
ment.

Statement on the Terrorist Attacks in
Mumbai, India

November 28, 2008

Laura and I are deeply saddened that at
least two Americans were killed and others
injured in Wednesday’s horrific attack in
Mumbai. We also mourn the great loss of
life suffered by so many people from several
other countries, and we have the wounded
in our thoughts and prayers.

My administration has been working with
the Indian Government and the international
community as Indian authorities work to en-
sure the safety of those still under threat. We
will continue to cooperate against these ex-
tremists who offer nothing but violence and
hopelessness.
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November 22

In the morning, at the JW Marriott Hotel
Lima in Lima, Peru, the President had an
intelligence briefing. He then traveled to the
Ministry of Defense Convention Center.
Later, he met with Prime Minister Taro Aso
of Japan.

Later in the morning, the President met
with President Lee Myung-bak of South
Korea. He then had a trilateral meeting with
Prime Minister Aso and President Lee.

In the afternoon, the President partici-
pated in APEC Leaders Retreat 1. Later, he
participated in the Leaders Dialogue with
the APEC Business Advisory Council. He
then returned to the JW Marriott Hotel
Lima.

In the evening, the President and Mrs.
Bush traveled to the Ministry of Defense
Convention Center, where they attended a
gala dinner. Later, they returned to the JW
Marriott Hotel.

November 23

In the morning, the President and Mrs.
Bush met with U.S. Embassy staff and their
families. Later, he traveled to the Ministry
of Defense Convention Center, where he
met with President Alan Garcia Perez of
Peru. He then participated in APEC Leaders
Retreat I1.

In the afternoon, the President partici-
pated in the APEC leaders official photo-
graph. Later, he participated in the APEC
Final Declaration Ceremony. He and Mrs.
Bush then returned to Washington, DC, ar-
riving in the evening. While en route aboard
Air Force One, he had a telephone conversa-
tion with Secretary of the Treasury Henry
M. Paulson, Jr., to discuss the Citigroup bail-
out decision.
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November 24

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. He then had a telephone
conversation with President-elect Barack
Obama. Later, at the Treasury Department,
he met with Secretary of the Treasury Henry
M. Paulson, Jr., and other Cabinet officials.

In the afternoon, in the Oval Office, the
President participated in a photo opportunity
with 2008 Nobel Prize recipients Paul
Krugman, Martin Chalfie, and Roger Y.
Tsien.

The President made additional disaster as-
sistance available to Louisiana by authorizing
an increase in the level of Federal funding
for public assistance projects undertaken as
a result of Hurricane Gustav that struck the
State from September 1-11.

November 25

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. He then traveled to Fort
Campbell, KY, where, upon arrival, he met
with USA Freedom Corps volunteer S. Sgt.
Joshua Forbess, USA. Later, at Son Cafe, he
had lunch with military personnel.

In the afternoon, the President returned
to Washington, DC.

The President announced his intention to
designate John F. Mizroch as Acting Assist-
ant Secretary (Energy Efficiency and Renew-
able Energy) at the Department of Energy.

The President announced his intention to
designate Kent D. Talbert as Acting Under
Secretary of Education at the Department
of Education.

November 26

In the morning, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing.

During the day, the President and Mrs.
Bush participated in an interview with the
President’s sister, Dorothy Bush Koch, as
part of a StoryCorps project.

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs.
Bush traveled to Camp David, MD. Later,
they participated in an interview with
Charles Gibson of “ABC World News with
Charles Gibson.”

Later in the afternoon, the President re-
ceived updates on the terrorist attacks in
Mumbai, India.



